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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A home automation system comprising: 

a plurality of remotely controlled switches, each of the remotely controlled 
switches being settable to a selected device address; 

a messenger hub that is configured to transmit messages through an 
electrical power line for controlling the remotely controlled switches; and 

a hand-held remote transmitter for selectively transmitting commands to 
the messenger hub and one or more home electronic devices through 
electromagnetic wave signals, the messenger hub being responsive to a 
corresponding portion of the commands to activate one or more of the remotely 
controlled switches, the home electronic devices being responsive to another 
corresponding portion of the commands to selectively operate the home 
electronic devices, the hand-held remote transmitter including: 

a first switch having a plurality of zones, each of the zones being 
associated with a set of device addresses, the first switch being selectively 
positionable into a desired zone, the set of device addresses including one or 
more of the device addresses to which the remotely controlled switches may be 
set; 

at least one second switch, each second switch being associated with a 
single device address in the set of device addresses in response to the 
positioning of the first switch into a desired zone such that operation of one of the 
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second switches causes the hand-held remote transmitter to generate a 
command that causes the messenger hub to generate a message to activate any 
remotely controlled switch that has been set to a device address corresponding 
to the single device address; 

a plurality of mode selector buttons each corresponding to an associated 
one of the home electronic devices; and 

a plurality of feature control buttons, wherein operation of one of the mode 
selector button associates at least a portion of the feature control buttons with a 
given one of the home electronic devices to thereby permit a user to operate the 
given home electronic device. 
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2. The home automation system of Claim 1 , wherein changing the first 
switch to another desired zone associates each second switch with a different set 
of device address. 

3. The home automation system of Claim 1 , wherein the first switch is 
a rotary switch. 

4. The home automation system of Claim 1, wherein a maximum 
quantity of device addresses that may be included in the set of device addresses 
is equal to a quantity of the second switches. 

5. The home automation system of Claim 1 , wherein the set of device 
addresses associated with the desired zone includes only one device address 
and each of the second switches is associated with the only one device address. 
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6. The home automation system of Claim 1, wherein the hand-held 
remote transmitter further comprises a zone switch, the zone switch being 
associated with each of the device addresses in the set of device addresses 
such that operation of the zone switch causes the hand-held remote transmitter 
to generate a command that causes the messenger hub to generate at least one 
message to activate any remotely controlled switch that has been set to a device 
address corresponding to one of the device addresses in the set of device 
addresses. 

7. The home automation system of Claim 1, wherein the home 
electronic devices include at least one of a television, a stereo, a video cassette 
recorder, a video cassette player, a digital video disc player, a digital video disc 
recorder, a satellite television controller, a cable television controller, digital 
recorder and playback devices, a phonograph, and a pre-recorded audio/video 
playback device. 

8. The home automation system of Claim 7, wherein the plurality of 
mode selector buttons corresponds to at least one of the home electronic 
devices. 
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9. The home automation system of Claim 8, wherein the plurality of 
feature control buttons selectively control a plurality of controllable features 
associated with each of the home electronic devices. 

10. The home automation system of Claim 1, wherein one of the 
plurality of remotely controlled switches is configured to connect to a garage door 
controller device, such that the hand-held remote transmitter is operable to open 
and close a garage door. 

11. The home automation system of Claim 1, wherein one of the 
plurality of remotely controlled switches is configured to connect to a gate door 
controller device, such that the hand-held remote transmitter is operable to open 
and close a gate door. 



-60- 



HD&P Ref. 0275R-000596/CPB 
Black & Decker Ref. P-US-TN-3347A 

1 2. A home automation system comprising: 

a messenger hub having a power input portion and a controller, the power 
input portion of the messenger hub including a pair of terminals that are adapted 
for coupling to an electrical power line, the controller of the messenger hub being 
configured to selectively generate an electronic message that is transmitted 
through the electrical power line; and 

a remotely controlled outdoor switch having a power input portion, a power 
output portion, a controller and a sealed housing, the power input portion of the 
remotely controlled outdoor switch including a pair of terminals that are adapted 
for coupling to an electrical power line and receiving the electronic message, the 
controller of the remotely controlled outdoor switch being coupled to the power 
input portion of the remotely controlled outdoor switch and configured to 
selectively enable or disable transmission of electrical power between the power 
input portion of the remotely controlled switch and the power output portion in 
response to the electronic message, wherein the controller address and device 
address of the outdoor switch are programmed by the electronic message. 

13. The home automation system of Claim 12, wherein the housing is 
unitarily formed. 

14. The home automation system of Claim 12, wherein the housing 
includes an overmold that forms a seal about an exterior surface of the housing. 
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15. The home automation system of Claim 12, wherein the power input 
portion includes a length of electrical cord that space the pair of terminals apart 
from the housing. 

16. The home automation system of Claim 12, wherein the power 
output portion includes a length of electrical cord that space a pair of female 
thermals apart from the housing. 
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